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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HARPENDEN 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Harpenden  Urban 
District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman 9 Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the 
health  of  Harpenden  for  the  Year  1952* 

The  general  health  of  the  district  remained 
good  throughout  the  year.  There  were  no  epidemics 

though  early  in  1955  measles  became  very  prevalent. 

The  only  disturbing  feature  was  a rise  in  the 
infant  mortality  figures  to  42.5  per  1,000  live  births  but 
the  actual  number  of  deaths  was  8 and  as  I have  previously 
pointed  out  this  rate  is  bound  to  jump  about  from  year  to 
year  - (1951  rate  16  per  1,000), 

Incidentally  the  rate  for  St.  Albans  Rural 
District  is  only  8 per  1,000. 

The  actual  cause  of  death  in  the  8 cases  was; 


Premature  Birth  . . 4 
Congenital  Defect  . . 5 
Bronchial  Pneumonia  ..  1 

whilst  the  age  at  death  was; 

Less  than  2 4 hours  ..  5 
5 days  . . . . 2 
4 days  . . . . 1 
7 days  . . . . 1 
4 months  . . . . 1 


All  were  hospital  cases  except  one. 

To  you  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen,  I 
wish  to  record  my  sincere  thanks  for  all  consideration 
and  help  you  have  at  all  times  shown  me,  and  to  my  staff 
I wish  to  record  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  effort  and 
conscientious  performance  of  their  duties. 


I am  also  deeply  indebted  to  the  Chief  Clerk  and 
Secretary  in  the  Divisional  Health  Office  for  their  assistance 
in  the  preparation  of  the  statistics  for  this  report  and  for 
the  many  extra  duties  carried  out  by  them  during  the  year, 


which  were 
duties . 

actually  outside  their  Divisional  Health  Office 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.C.  SLEIGH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  • . 

Registrar  Generali  estimate  of  resident 
population  .. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  Rate  Books: 

Inhabited  dwelling  houses  (including  flats 
and  huts  but  excluding  caravans). 

Shops  with  living  accommodation 
Licensed  premises  with  living  accommodation 
Rateable  Value  ..  . . 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


Extraots  from  Vital  Statistics 


• • 
• • 


Males 

100 

4- 


Live  Births  - Legitimate 

Illegitimate 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  •• 

Still  Births 

Deaths  . . J2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  resident  population  . • 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion. 

Rate  per  1,000  (total  live  and 
stillbirths) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 


Sales 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


a • 
• • 


3,157 

lif,650 


4-, 4-25 
75 
24- 

£14-5,056 

£585 


Females  Total 


83 

1 


1 

61 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 
year  of  age  (all  infants 
per  1,000  live  births)  ..  .. 

Neonatal  Death  Rate  ••  •• 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  during  19 52  was  188. 
Deaths . 


183 

5 

12°  8 

1 

133 

9-1 


Females  Total 


8 


4-2*5 

37*2 


There  were  153  deaths . 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Cause. 


M. 


F. 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 
3*  Syphilitic  diseases 
4..  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseas  es 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 
l^.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

14  • Other  lymphatic  and  malignant 
Neoplasms 

15«  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 
19 • Hypertension 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 
29.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
27«  Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
JO.  Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion 

51.  Congenital  malformations 
32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

55.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 
34.  All  other  accidents 
35»  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Totals 


1 

2 


2 


7 

1 

1 

1 


72 


11 

1 

2 


61 


27  Cancer 


35  Heart 
Disease 


6, 


As  in  1951?  Cano or  and  Heart  Disease  account  for 
nearly  half  the  total  deaths.  Many  of  the  "Heart 
Disease"  group  really  should  be  classified  as  "Old  Age" 
so  that,  undoubtedly,  Cancer  is  now  by  far  the  greatest 
killing  disease.  It  will  be  noted  too  that  the  most 
frequent  site  for  Cancer,  as  shown  in  the  Table,  is 
’Ijungs  and  Bronchus".  Even  thirty  years  ago  it  was 
rare  to  enter  Cancer  of  the  Lungs  as  a cause  of  death. 
Facilities  for  accurate  diagnosis  were  then  by  no  means 
so  good  as  now  and  doubtless  many  oases  were  then  missed 
but  I feel  that  that  does  not  account  for  anything  like 
the  whole  increase.  On  the  other  hand,  Canoer  of  the 
Lips  and  Tongue  is  now  hardly  ever  seen,  whereas  thirty 
years  ago  they  were  quite  common. 
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S SCI I ON  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  ARM. 

Welfare  Centres  and  Clinics . 

The  County  Council  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  now  held 
at  No.  ifO,  Luton  Road  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesday 
afternoons  of  each  month  and  at  Batford  J.M.  I.  school  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Wednesday  afternoons. 

This  arrangement  is  working  very  well.  At  Batford 
we  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  Headmaster,  Mr.  Walton,  for 
his  enthusiastic  co-operation.  The  school  buildings  were 
not  designed  for  this  purpose  and  undoubtedly  we  do  cause 
some  inconvenience  to  the  teaching  staff  but  they  on  their 
part  have  gone  out  of  their  way  to  be  helpful.  With  quite 

minor  alterations  in  the  original  layout,  the  scheme  for 
using  the  Medical  Inspection  rooms  in  schools  as  Part  III 
health  centres  can  certainly  be  implemented  with  very 
considerable  savings  in  the  overall  costs  and  this  is  being 
done  in  selected  new  sohools  in  various  parts  of  the  county. 

The  Ophthalmic  clinic  is  also  held  at  No.  4-0,  Luton 
Road  and  we  expect  to  be  able  to  open  a school  Dental  Clinic 
there  in  the  near  future. 


National  Health  Servico  Act. 

The  Divisional  Administration  of  the  health  services 
administered  by  the  Local  Health  Authority,  the  County 
Council,  continues  to  work  very  smoothly  and  an  increasing 
amount  of  detailed  administration  is  being  passed  out  to 
Divisional  Health  Offices  from  Hertford.  I need  only 
mention  the  Home  Help  service,  Ambulance  service  and 
supervision  of  County  Council  cars. 

The  records  available  in  the  Divisional  Health  Office 
on  Local  Health  Authority  work  are  of  the  greatest  value  to 
me  in  my  local  Sanitary  Authority  (Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
work  especially  in  what  is  my  most  difficult  job,  assessing 
medical  points  for  housing  applications. 
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Ambulance  Service. 


I am  indebted  to  Divisional  Officer  R.  Hughes 
for  the  following  information: 

District  of  Harpenden  and  St.  Albans. 

Year  ending  Jls t December  19 


Although  it  may  seem  a commonplace,  it  is  once 
again  to  be  reported  that  the  figures  for  the  past  year 
show  a substantial  increase  over  the  previous  years.  No 
increase  in  establishment  of  vehicles  or  men  has  been  made, 
but  it  is  clearly  evident  that  the  Service  is  under  such 
continuous  pressure  that  if  the  present  tendency  remains 
without  alleviation,  even  more  serious  difficulties  will 
be  encountered.  To  this  end,  an  increase  of  two  ambulance 
drivers/attendants  has  been  approved  by  the  County  Ambulance 
Sub-Committee  in  principle  and  if  and  when  this  has  been 
ratified,  recruitment  of  these  men  and  the  appropriate 
vehicle  will  go  forward. 

The  Committee  are  reminded  that  the  Ambulance 
Brigade  are  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  general  practition- 
ers, hospitals,  and  Clinic  Physicians  as  regards  the  demands 
made.  Close  liaison  already  exists  between  the  Brigade  and 
these  persons  to  ensure  that  the  utmost  economy  in  transport 
demands  is  exercised,  but  with  the  best  will  in  the  world, 
cases  of  abuse  still  occur.  It  behoves  everyone  concerned 
to  ensure  that  these  demands  are  kept  to  a minimum  consistent 
with  the  legitimate  requirements  of  sick  persons. 

The  Radio  Scheme  reported  last  year  continues  to 
be  of  inestimable  benefit  in  maintaining  efficiency  and 
general  availability  and  instances  can  be  quoted  of  the 
arrival  of  an  ambulance  within  one  minute  of  the  call  being 
given  and  prompt  mobilisation  of  ambulances  at  multiple 
casualty  incidents  has  resulted  in  a number  of  congratulatory 
comments  from  doctors  and  members  of  the  public. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  state  that  in  the  County 
since  the  introduction  of  Radio,  ambulances  have  been 
re-directed  whilst  in  transit  on  if, 016  occasions,  211  to 
emergencies.  These  diversions  saved  ^2f62J  miles  and  1,722 
hours  running  time.  Mies  per  patient  have  been  reduced 
from  10,25  to  8.95  and.  patients  per  journey  have  been 
increased  from  1.82  to  2.56.  This  represents  a considerable 
financial  saving. 
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Summary  of  Ambulance  Calls 


Harp  end  en. 


Accident o Sudden  Removals.  Maternity.  Total. 
Illness . 


1952  105  26 

Increas es 
and 

Decroas es 

over  1951  +56  -5 


Maternity  Cases. 

The  proportion  of  such  cases  entering  hospital  for  their 
confinement  is  much  too  high.  Having  a baby  is  not  a 
disease  but  a perfectly  natural  process  which  does  not  require 
hospital  treatment.  There  may  be  medical  or  social  reasons 
requiring  the  case  to  be  admitted  to  hospital  and  such  cases 
should  of  course  be  admitted,  but  no  one  will  pretend  that  all 
the  210  admissions  required  hospital  treatment.  Yet  there  is 
a direct  financial  inducement  under  the  National  Health  Service 
for  patients  to  enter  hospital  rather  than  have  their  confine- 
ment at  home.  They  have  ten  to  fourteen  days  free  board  and 
lodging  and  in  many  cases  no  home  help  to  pay  whereas  a home 
confinement  means  food,  extra  laundry  and  payment  of  a home 
help.  I understand  that  a lesser  payment  to  the  patient  is 
to  be  introduced  if  the  confinement  is  in  hospital  but  I suggest 
that  the  proper  course  is  for  all  cases  (maternity  and  others) 
to  be  charged  their  board  and  lodging  whilst  in  hospital.  Any 
case  unable  to  pay  should  be  charged  by  the  Hospital  Board  to 
Public  Assistance. 

The  new  scheme  whereby  a smaller  payment  is  received  by 
the  patient  if  she  has  her  baby  in  hospital  is  another  method 
of  securing  the  Same  result  but  of  course  it  applies  to 
confinement  cases  only,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  basically 
unfair.  Assuming  that  confinement  cases  are  only  admitted 
to  hospital  for  medical  reasons,  why  should  they  be  financially 
penalised  when  all  other  cases  admitted  to  hospital  also 
presumably  for  medical  reasons  suffer  no  financial  penalties. 

A curious  anomaly  arises  in  the  case  of  old  people.  If 
they  are  admitted  to  hospital  it  is  free,  but  when  they  get 
slightly  better  and  are  more  or  less  fit  for  "Part  5U  accom- 
modation under  the  Public  Assistance  Act  there  is  a minimum 
charge  of  £l;l:0d.  per  week. 


5,229  51  5 All 

+ 556  +16  +605 


10. 


The  dividing  line  "between  those  requiring  hospital 
accommodation  and  Part  III  accommodation  is  a very  fine 
one  and  in  fact  has  to  fluctuate  markedly  according  to  the 
demand  on  the  hospital  beds.  The  number  of  hospital  beds 
available  is  fixed  but  the  amount  of  illness  in  old  people 
increases  markedly  in  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  when 
many  cases  which  at  other  times  would  be  admitted  to  hospital 
have  to  be  admitted  to  Part  III  and  are  charged  £1:1:0  per 
week.  It  will  be  realised  that  we  are  finding  some 
resistance  in  patients  just  fit  to  be  moved  from  hospital  to 
Part  III  and  hospital  beds  are  being  occupied  for  longer  than 
is  really  necessary  for  this  reason. 

Hospitals . 

The  Harpenden  Memorial  Hospital  forms  part  of  the 
Luton  and  Hit  chin  Group  administered  by  the  Management 
Committee  under  the  North-West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  Pour  House  Committees  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Management  Committee,  one  of  which  is  concerned  with  this 
Hospital  and  for  this  purpose  the  Hospital  is  linked  with 
Welwyn  and  Stevenage. 

Statistics . 


Number  of  Beds  available  ..  ..  $0 

(Medical  & Surgical  - 18:  Maternity  - 12) 

Number  of  admissions  during  the  year  1952  ••  575 

Number  of  births  . . . . . . 210 

Still  births  ..  ..  ..  3 

Number  of  In-Patient  Days  ..  ..  6896 

Out-Patient  - Physiotherapy: 

New  Patients  . . . . . . 79 1 

Attendances  ..  ..  ..  914.72 

Casualty: 

New  Patients  ..  ..  ..  507 

Attendances  ..  ..  ..  660 

Specialist  Consultations; 

New  Patients  . . . . . . $11 

Old  Patients  ..  ..  ..  if06 


School  Medical  Service. 


This  service  continues  to  work  very  smoothly,  due 
largely  to  the  help  and  co-operation  received  from  Head 
Teachers.  I have  been  very  impressed  by  the  interest 
taken  by  parents  and  in  about  7%  of  the  Examinations  one 
of  the  parents  has  been  present. 

During  the  year  the  system  of  inviting  parents  to 
be  present  at  routine  medical  inspections  was  extended  to 
include  re-examinations  and  special  examinations.  The 
response  was  very  good  indeed.  Vfy  reason  for  introducing 
this  was  that  whereas  at  routine  medical  inspections  the 
odds  were  about  ten  to  one  that  there  was  nothing  wrong, 
at  re-inspections  or  special  inspections  there  always  was 
or  had  been  something  wrong.  The  presence  of  a parent 
was  therefore  more  necessary  than  for  purely  routine 
inspections. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  only  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  we  can  get  through  the  medical  inspection 
programme  with  the  staff  available  and  it  was  felt  that 
the  presence  of  parents  would  slow  up  the  examinations. 

In  practice  this  has  not  occurred  and  I feel  the  innovation 
has  been  well  worth  while. 

Milk  and  Meals  in  Schools. 


These  are  of  a very  high  standard  and  a well  worth 
while  investment.  Washing  facilities  appear  adequate  in 
most  cases  and  food  preparation  rooms  and  kitchens  clean, 
though  space  is  often  limited.  Whether  sterilisation  of 
crockery  and  utensils  should  be  aimed  at  in  communal  feeding 
is  worth  consideration. 

Environmental  Hygiene. 


One  cannot  stress  too  strongly  the  rather  primitive 
sanitary  facilities  existing  in  many  of  the  older  schools j 
cold  water  only,  old-fashioned  basins  and  no  towels  is  not 
conducive  to  cleanliness  on  a winter's  morning.  All  schools, 
but  especially  infants,  should  have  hot  and  cold  taps,  soap 
and  towels  whether  paper  or  roller.  The  W.C.  accommodation 
in  many  cases  is  antiquated,  damp  and  dark  and  in  need  of 
repair,  renewal  and  redecoration.  They  are  often  situated 
in  the  furthest  corner  of  the  playground. 
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General  Nutrition. 


Poor  nutrition  is  rare  and  often  is  the  result  of 
fussing  parents  indulging  food  fads.  Underweight  children 
often  are  of  small  birth  weight  or  have  small  parents. 

I must  emphasise  that  there  is  no  fixed  weight  for 
age.  Both  weight  and  height  vary  within  pretty  wide  limits 
in  completely  healthy  children. 

Handicapped  Pupils. 


Disposal  of  these  is  adequate  except  for  the  backward 
child.  There  is  an  urgent  need  for  the  opening  of  great 
numbers  of  special  classes  in  ordinary  schools.  How  can 
one  explain  to  parents  the  desirability  of  educationally 
sub-normal  children  being  sent  away  from  a home  to  a 
residential  school  merely  because  they  are  not  very  bright? 

In  fact,  parents  do  refuse  and  as  a result  the  children 
leave  school  illiterate. 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  District  Nursing  Sisters  are  available  for  all 
cases  of  domiciliary  nursing  which  includes  Midwifery  and 
General  Nursing  and  in  all  cases  where  there  is  illness  in 
the  home  where  a request  is  made  personally  or  at  the  request 
of  the  Doctor  in  attendance. 

All  notifications  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  and 
diseases  where  skilled  nursing  is  particularly  necessary  are 
passed  on  at  once  to  the  District  Nurse  so  that  if  she  has 
not  already  been  called  in  she  can  offer  her  services. 

Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Hertfordshire 
County  Council  and  provides  domestic  help  for  householders 
where  such  help  is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any 
person  who  is  ill,  lying-in,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally 
defective,  aged,  or  a child  not  over  compulsory  school  age 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Education  Act  194-4- • 

The  service  is  not  free.  Bach  case  is  assessed 
on  ability  to  pay  and  the  method  of  assessment  in  order  to 
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ensure  fairness  all  round  has  given  rise  to  much  careful 
consideration  by  the  County  Council.  The  scheme  as  laid 
down  now  seems  to  be  about  as  fair  as  it  is  possible  to 
make  it  and  includes  a. right  of  appeal  where  there  are 
exceptional  circumstances  which  are  not  allowed  for  in  the 
main  scheme.  A special  allowance  is  made  for  cases  of 
tuberculosis  where  it  is  so  important  that  adequate  rest 
and  nourishment  be  not  prejudiced  by  having  to  pay  high 
charges  for  Home  Helps. 

The  appeals,  though  now  fewer  than  they  were  at  one 
time,  require  very  careful  thought  and  I am  deeply  indebted 
to  County  Alderman  Putterill  for  his  patience  in  hearing  me 
on  them,  usually,  I fear,  at  his  lunch  hour. 


Health  Visiting. 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  in  the  area.  They 
are  employed  for  the  visiting  of  persons  in  their  homes  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  young  children, 
old  persons,  persons  suffering  from  illness,  and  expectant  or 
nursing  mothers,  and  as  to  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  infection. 


Day  Nurseries. 


There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  Harpenden. 


SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Wat  er . 

The  Public  Water  Supply  is  provided  by  the  Harpenden 
Water  Company  from  boreholes  at  Shakespeare  Road  and  East 
Hyde,  both  fairly  near  the  River  Lee  which  is  well  known  to 
be  highly  polluted  with  sewage.  The  water  is  therefore 

chlorinated,  a very  necessary  precaution,  but  we  do  get  a 
fair  number  of  complaints  regarding  taste.  Whether  in 
fact  these  complaints  of  taste  are  all  due  to  chlorine  in 
the  water  is  highly  doubtful  but  there  can  be  no  question 
of  stopping  chlorination  of  a water  supply  derived  from  an 
area  so  near  a known  heavily  polluted  stream  such  as  the 
River  Leo. 

It  is  of  course  possible  to  de-chlorinate  the  water 
after  allowing  a proper  period  of  contact  with  the  chlorine 
to  ensure  the  death  of  all  harmful  bacteria,  but  this 
involves  a big  expenditure  which  even  if  it  was  allowed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  present  national  circumstances 
would,  of  course,  put  up  the  cost  to  consumers  very 
considerably. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.E.  Stopher,  the  Council's 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following  details: 

The  total  quantity  of  sewage  treated  at  the  Sewage 
Works  was  229,1^2,000  gallons  compared  with  222,7^3,000 
gallons  in  19 51. 

The  rainfall  was  26.63  inches  compared  with  31*4-1 
inches  in  1951. 

In  July  1951>  a contract  was  entered  into  with 
Messrs.  B.C.  & F.H.  Jarvis  Ltd.  for  increasing  the  capacity 
of  the  Works  from  315  ,000  gallons  per  day  to  700?000  gallons 
per  day. 


The  work  includes: 

(a)  Installation  of  Comminutors  to  deal  with 
s cr  Qenings . 
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(b)  Provision  of  two  new  sedimentation  tanks. 

(c)  New  dosing  chambers  and  humus  tanks. 

(d)  Reconstruction  of  existing  filters  and 
pumping  station  to  double  capacity  by 
using  double  alternating  filtration. 

By  the  end  of  1952  'the  Comminutors  were  installed 
and  in  action,  the  two  new  sedimentation  tanks  were 
nearing  completion  and  half  the  existing  filters  had 
been  reconstructed.  Completion  of  the  work  is  expected 
by  the  end  of  1953. 


Public  Baths. 

There  are  no  public  baths. 


/ 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 


Slum  Clearance. 

I receive  representations  from  Private  Medical 
Practitioners,  Tenants  and  others,  that  such  and  such  a 
house  is  in  a disgraceful  condition  and  should  he  demolished. 
In  many  cases  I have  to  agree  with  them  that  the  house  is 
bad  but  before  recommending  demolition  I have  to  consider 
re-housing  the  tenants  and  this  involves  placing  still 
further  down  the  housing  list  others  who  have  been  waiting 
years,  after  living  with  in-laws,  in  "Rooms"  or  in  over- 
crowded conditions,  and  this  requires  very  careful  balancing 
of  the  relative  needs. 

The  promised  alterations  in  the  Rent  Restriction 
Acts  have  so  far  not  appeared,  costs  of  repairs  are  roughly 
three  times  those  of  1939?  and  until  some  increase  in  rent 
is  allowed  it  is  impossible  for  many  owners  to  keep  their 
houses  up  to  a satisfactory  standard.  This  I submit  is 
not  politics;  it  is  basic  economies. 


Rehousing. 

This  is  still  the  greatest  problem  confronting 
the  Council.  The  points  scheme  is  in  use  and  in  addition 
all  certificates  from  medical  practitioners  requesting 
priority  for  any  of  their  patients  are  submitted  to  me  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I have  the  power  to  allocate 
additional  points  on  medical  grounds  without  disclosing  my 
reasons  for  doing  so.  In  extreme  cases  I also  have  the 
power  of  giving  absolute  priority  but  this  power  I am  very 
unwilling  to  use  as,  of  course,  if  this  power  were  abused 
it  would  ruin  the  whole  points  scheme  with  which  I am 
completely  in  favour. 

The  duty  thus  imposed  on  me  is  a very  difficult 
one  and  I have  no  doubt  that  on  occasions  I shall  make 
mistakes  but  I can  assure  the  Council  that  I shall  do  my 
utmost  to  make  their  housing  scheme  work  as  fairly  as 
humanly  possible,  bearing  in  mind  the  very  large  and  urgent 
demand  for  houses. 

Points  are  allotted  independently  of  me  for  such 
conditions  as  overcrowding.  I therefore  never  give  points 
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for  conditions  which  already  attract  points  under  the  Housing 
points  scheme. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ..  ..  55 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  ..  ..  24. 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  . . }06 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  . . ••  ..  ..  603 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included 

under  sub- head  (i)  above)  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  (Consolidated) 

Regulations  1925  . . ••  ••  16 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  .•  . . . . 105 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to 
be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  . . . . 2 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive 
of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  . • . . . . 14- 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  Notice: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  • . . . . • 5° 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  1 6 of 
the  Housing  Act  1926:- 
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(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  . . . . . . - 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

( a)  By  Owners  • . . . . . 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  . . . . . . 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  . . . . 65 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ..  ..  ..15 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  . . . . • • 
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SECTION  So 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  Off  FOOD. 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  in  shops 
handling  food  has  definitely  improved,  thanks  to  the 
continuous  inspection  and  propaganda  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors . 


Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  1952» 


Ice  Cream. 


The  samples  of  Ice  Cream  we  have  taken  throughout 
the  year  have  shown  a very  marked  improvement  on  previous 
years  and  during  the  year  only  one  sample  came  in  Grade  IV. 

The  new  regulations  allowing  High  Temperature 
short  time  pasteurisation  of  Ice  Cream  mix  came  into  force 
during  the  year.  I feel  very  doubtful  of  the  safety  of 
this  process.  The  margin  of  error  is  so  small  and  the 
consistency  of  the  mix  is  such  that  I doubt  if  all  the  mix 
gets  adequate  heat  treatment.  Careful  records  are  being 
kept  as  to  the  form  of  treatment  used  in  all  bad  or  doubtful 
samples  of  Ice  Cream. 
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S SCI ION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 


Disease* 


Total  Cases.  Deaths . 


Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever  • . 

Pneumonia  . • 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  • • 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  .. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 
Malaria  . • 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 
Oerebro  Spinal  Fever  . . 

Vfhooping  Cough 
Measles  . . 

Dysentery  . . 

Infective  Hepatitis  .. 

Undulant  Fever  . • 


Smallpox:  There  were  no  cases  during  1952* 


Vaccination: 


Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  (or  re- Vaccinated) 


Age  at 

3lst  December: 

during  1952. 

Under  1 1 2- if 

5-lif 

15  and 

Total 

Number 

Vaccinated 

91 

7 6 

lif 

over 

17 

135 

Number 

re-Vaccinated 

2 

^1 

4-3 

The 

total  births  was 

188,  so 

that  71* 

6%  of 

these  were 

vaccinated  - a very  high  figure. 


Number  of  cases  specially  reported  during  period  - Nil. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Immunisation  is  carried  out  by  Private  Practitioners 
and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers. 

The  following  figures  have  been  obtained  from  the 
Divisional  Health  Office: 


Number  of  children  who  completed 
a Pull  Course  for  Primary 
Immunisation  in  the  Authority’s 
Area  (including  temporary 
residents)  in  1952. 


Total  number  of  children 
who  were  given  a secondary 
or  reinforcing  injection 
(i.e.  subsequent  to  Full 
Course) . 


Age  at  date  of  Final  Injection. 

Under  5 5 - 14-  Total 

186  16  202  102 

It  will  be  apparent  that  the  total  immunisations 
were  fourteen  more  than  the  total  live  births  - a very 
satisfactory  position. 

In  some  areas  there  is  a tendency  for  the  immunisa- 
tion rate  to  fall  owing  I believe  to  the  fact  that  Diphtheria 
is  such  a rare  disease  now,  but  if  Diphtheria  broke  out  in  a 
largely  non- immunised  community  the  results  would  be  disastrous. 
We  have  now  lost  the  "Natural  Immunity”  formerly  caused  by 
repeated  small  doses  of  infection  from  cases  because  there  are 
now  no  cases. 

Poliomyelitis . 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  1952* 

Tuberculosis . 

Cases  on  Register  as  at  31st  December,  1952. 

Pulmonary  N on-Pulmonary  Totals 

Males  Females  Males  Females 

26  (27)  22  (18)  5 M 7(6)  60  (55) 

Figures  as  at  51st  December  195^  are  in  brackets. 
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There  was  only  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  during 
the  year. 

The  slight  increase  in  the  total  is  of  no  significance, 
the  actual  cause  being  - 

(a)  Return  to  the  register  of  a few  cases  previously 
crossed  off  as  “lost  sight  of"  and  found  during 
the  year. 

(b)  A slight  increase  of  "Inward  Transfers";  i.e. 
old  cases  coming  to  reside  in  Harpenden  from 
other  areas. 

The  total  of  60  is  the  lowest  for  1,000  population 
in  Hertfordshire  and  it  is  of  interest  to  compare  it  with 
Elstree  which  has  about  the  same  population  but  with  a large 
proportion  of  L.C.C.  "importees" . There  the  total  is  2if5* 


Whooping  Cough. 

On  the  16th  March  the  County  Council  scheme  under 
Section  26  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  19^6  was 
extended  to  cover  protection  against  Whooping  Cough. 

As  it  is  obviously  wise  to  immunise  children  as  soon 
as  possible  because  by  far  the  greatest  danger  occurs  in  the 
first  year,  it  has  been  decided  that  as  far  as  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  in  this  Division  are  concerned,  immunisation  is  to  be 
restricted  at  present  to  children  between  the  ages  of  four 
months  and  one  year. 

The  response  so  far  has  been  good. 

The  recommended  procedure  for  all  vaccinations  and 
inoculations  is  as  follows: 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  at  9 months  of  age. 


Inoculation  against  Whooping  Cough: 


1st  dose 
2nd  dose 
3rd  dose 
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if  months 

5 months 

6 months 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria: 

1st  dose  (0.5  CoCoAPT) 

6 months. 

2nd  dose  (0.5  c.c.APT) 

12  months. 

At  present  I cannot  recommend  the  giving  of  a combined 
Dip htheria/M hooping  Cough  vaccine  for  the  first  Diphtheria 
and  third  Whooping  Cough  injection  but  they  can  be  given  at 
the  same  time,  with  separate  syringes  and  in  different  arms. 
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REPOST  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  work  of 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department  for  the  year  19 52* 

In  doing  so  I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  afforded  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Committees  throughout  the  year  and  my  thanks 
to  the  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  and  performance  of 
duties . 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

General  Sanitation. 


Public  Health  Acts  - 

primary  inspections 

. . 211 

re-inspections 

..  287 

Cesspools 

• • 

• . 61 

Disinfection 

• • 

k- 

Disinfestation 

• • 

6 

Drainage 

• • 

• • 626 

Factories 

• • 

95 

Housing  Act 

• • 

• • 105 

Infectious  Disease 

• • 

72 

Movable  Dwellings 

• c 

..  76 

Pet  Animals  Act 

• • 

..  9 

Refuse  Collection  and 

Disposal 

• • 6 

Rodent  Control 

• • 

..  2,A8A 

Rivers  and  Streams 

• e 

. . 14- 

Shops  Acts 

• © 

77 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

• • 

6 

Water  Supplies 

• • 

11 

Smoke  Observations 

# 0 

7 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

• • 

. . 262 

Workplaces 

0 • 

5 

*WA22 

Includes  1,759  visits  made  by  the  Council’s 
Rodent  Operative. 
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good  Hygiene. 


Bakehous  es 

• • • • 

56 

Butchers  Shops 

• • • • 

lif6 

Dairies 

• • • • 

105 

goods hops  and  Stalls 

• • oe 

175 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

• # • • 

85 

Restaurants 

• • • • 

63 

Milk  distributors  - 

sampling 

14-6 

Licensed  premises 

• • • • 

1 

777 

sss 

The  frequency  of  routine  visits  and  inspections 
was  maintained  during  the  year  to  ensure  observance  of  the 
requirements  of  Public  Health  Legislation. 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 


Complaints. 

During  the  year,  133  complaints  were  received 
and  dealt  with;  J1  of  these  were  regarding  infestations 
by  rats  and  mice. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

Seven  premises  were  disinfected  after  cases  of 
infectious  disease  with  proprietory  formaldehyde  prepara- 
tions and  liquid  disinfectants. 

During  the  year  six  properties  were  cleansed 
and  disinfested  using  liquid  insecticides,  powders  and 
other  D.D.T.  preparations. 

The  department  was  called  upon  to  destroy  wasps' 
nests  at  twelve  premises. 

Drainage. 

All  alterations,  adaptations  and  repairs  to 
existing  drainage  systems  are  supervised  by  the  Department. 
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The  testing  of  drainage  systems  as  a result  of 
complaint  or  infestation  by  rats  revealed  the  existence 
of  defects  in  drainage  systems  at  J2  properties.  All 
repairs  were  effected  by  the  owners  after  service  of 
informal  notices  and  one  statutory  notice. 

To  ensure  that  drains  are  properly  constructed, 
repaired  or  altered  in  accordance  with  good  sanitary 
practice,  it  is  essential  that  builders  comply  with  the 
terms  of  Section  39  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193 6,  and 
give  due  notification  of  their  intention  to  perform  such 
work.  I am  pleased  to  report  that,  generally,  a close 
co-operation  is  maintained  between  builders  and  the 
Department.  During  the  year,  626  inspections  of  drains 
and  drainage  works  were  performed. 

The  drainage  systems  of  79  new  houses  constructed 
during  the  year  were  connected  to  the  sewer.  In  addition 
the  drainage  system  of  one  factory  was  connected  to  the 
s ewer . 


Cesspools : 

The  use  of  a cesspool  at  one  property 
was  discontinued  during  the  year  on  connection 
of  the  drainage  system  to  the  sewer. 


Emptying  Service: 

The  Council  bear  the  cost  of  one 
emptying  of  a cesspool  each  year  for  premises 
that  are  not  within  a reasonable  distance  of 
the  Council’s  sewers.  This  work  is  under- 
taken by  a firm  of  contractors  who  during  the 
year  carried  out  AO  emptyings. 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  19A8» 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
registered  factories  within  the  district,  the  number  of 
inspections,  and  details  of  defects; 
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Premises. 


Number  on  Register. 


Inspections . 


Factories  in  which 

sections  1,  2,  5,  2j. 

and  6 are  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority.  7 

Factories  not  included 
above  in  which  section 
7 is  enforced.  5$ 

65 


Ik- 


81 

95 


Defects. 


Number  Referred  by 

found.  Remedied.  H.M. Inspect or. 


Want  of  cleanliness 
( S • 1 » ) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.  7*) 


1 

2 


1 

2 


Outworkers ; 

Nature  of  Work. 

Wearing  apparel  - making  . . . • 

etc. 

fhe  making  of  boxes  or 
other  receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially 

of  paper  • • • • 

Brush  Making 

Stuffed  Toys  . . • • 


Number. 

2 


1 

1 

2 

6 
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Movable  Dwel lings . 


During  the  year  the  use  of  caravans  as  a means  of 
human  habitation  did  not  decline  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
thirty  licences  were  in  force  authorising  the  use  of  caravans 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
19^6.  No  licences  authorising  the  use  of  sites  for  caravans 
were  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  section.  Such 
licensing  was,  however,  covered  by  the  provisions  of  the  Town 
and  Country  Planning  Act,  194-7. 

Adequate  sanitary  accommodation,  suitable  drainage, 
satisfactory  refuse  accommodation  and  water  supply  are 
required  for  each  dwelling.  No  unsatisfactory  conditions 
were  found  as  a result  of  seventy-six  inspections. 

Notices . 


The  following  notices  were  served  during  the  year. 
Compliance  with  notices  was  effected  without  recourse  to 


legal  proceedings. 

Statutory  Notices. 

Section  93?  Public  Health  Act,  193 6» 

Notices  served  . . 11 

Complied  with  by  owners  ..  10 

Section  39 9 Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Notices  served  ..  2 

Complied  with  by  owners  ..  2 

Informal  Notices. 

Notices  served  ..  7b- 

Complied  with  by  owners  . . 70 

Rodent  Control. 


The  extermination  of  rats  and  mice  is  carried  out 
as  a free  service  to  the  occupiers  of  private  premises. 

A charge  is  made  in  respect  of  business  premises  at  an 
hourly  rate  to  cover  the  cost  of  labour,  materials  and 
administration.  During  1952  practice  of  undertaking 
the  work  at  business  premises  on  a contract  basis  was 
discontinued. 
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Seventy- one  complaints  concerning  infestations  by 
rats  and  mice  were  received  and  dealt  with,  resulting  in 
the  treatment  of  202  properties.  For  this  purpose,  2^8^ 
visits  were  made  and  129  dead  rats  were  found. 

The  Council  employ  one  Rodent  Operative  (Mr.  F.T. 
George)  for  this  work  trained  under  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Scheme. 

Sewers ; 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  a ten  per 
cent  test  of  sewer  manholes  and  two  treatments  of 
infested  sewers  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
lf8  manholes  were  test  baited  and  11  found  to  be 
infested.  106  manholes  were  baited  during  the 
two  treatments,  18  were  found  to  be  infested  during 
the  summer  treatment  and  1}  during  the  winter 
treatment.  The  treatments  followed  an  intensive 
check  of  house  drainage  systems  in  infested  areas 
involving  the  thorough  inspection  of  drains  at 
nearly  200  properties.  Notices  were  served  on 
the  owners  of  62  properties  where  drainage  defects 
were  discovered.  It  is  encouraging  to  report  that 
the  number  of  infested  manholes  decreased  in  195 2 
to  2j.2  as  compared  with  110  in  1951* 

Council  Properties: 

Careful  supervision  of  the  Council’s  Depots 
and  Stores  was  maintained  during  the  year  and  any 
infestation  of  the  Sewage  Works  and  Refuse  Tip  was 
dealt  with  by  the  Manager. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  control  of  Mosquito  breeding  in  the  River  Lee 
was  effected  to  some  extent  with  liquid  insecticides. 

Shops . 

There  are  190  retail  shops  in  the  district.  The 
provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  19 5^  were  administered  and  77 
visits  were  made  for  the  purpose. 
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Water  Supply. 

Three  samples  were  taken  from  the  mains  supply 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Luton,  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  condition  of  the  water 
was  reported  in  each  case  as  "highly  satisfactory". 


CONTROL  OP  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES » 


Meat  Inspection. 

All  home  killed  meat  consumed  in  this  district 
is  inspected  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  at 
Luton  by  the  Borough’s  Officers. 

The  following  meat  and  meat  products  were 
condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  in  premises 
in  Harpenden  during  the  years 


Rabbits  . . . • . . 14- 

Imported  Beef  ..  ..  ••  164-1  lbs 

Sausages  . • . • . . lbs 

Offal  . . . . • • 10  lbs 

Tinned  Meat  and  Meat  Produo ts  . . 93  lbs 

Tinned  Ham  . . . • . . 67  lbs 

Meat  Pies  . . . . . . 39 


Other  Food  Inspection. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  destruction  or  salvage  was 
arranged: 


Fruit,  fish,  milk,  Jams 
soup  and  vegetables  .. 

Dried  Fruit  . . • • 

Cheese  ..  ••  •• 

Sweets  • • . • . • 

Food  Premises. 

Byelaws  with  respect  to  the  Handling,  Wrapping 
and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air  were 
adopted  by  the  Council  in  19 5° • 

By  regular  visiting  and  inspection,  improvements 


356  tins 
189  lbs 
131  lbs 
lbs 
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were  effected  in  hygienic  conditions  in  foodshops  and 
retailers  were  generally  co-operative  in  this  respect. 

777  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  food  premises, 
particular  attention  being  given  to  cleanliness,  water 
closet  and  washing  facilities  for  the  staff  and  protection 
of  food  from  contamination. 

Ten  premises  in  the  district  are  registered  for  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  sausages  and  two  for  the  preparation 
and  sale  of  fried  fish  and  potatoes. 


Ice  Cream. 


There  are  29  registered  retailers  of  ice  cream  in 
the  district. 

A number  of  ice  cream  vehicles  move  into  the  district 
from  neighbouring  towns.  Most  of  the  ice  cream  sold  from 
these  vehicles  is  pre-packed.  A measure  of  control  of 
these  vehicles  is  provided  by  the  byelaws  with  respect  to 
the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food 
in  the  Open  Air. 

With  regard  to  barrows  and  handcarts,  as  previously 
reported  the  following  interpretation  of  Article  5 fh-0 
Heat  Treatment  Regulations  1 947  was  adopted  by  resolution 
of  the  Council  to  take  effect  from  January  12th,  19^8: 

1.  All  barrows,  handcarts  etc.  shall  be  roofed 
over  and  fitted  with  side  screens,  leaving 
back  and  front  open  for  serving. 

2.  Biscuit  containers  shall  be  covered. 

Utensils  shall  be  kept  in  water  which  shall 
be  frequently  changed. 

Soap,  towel  and  water  shall  be  provided  on  the 
barrow  for  use  by  the  vendor. 

N. B.  These  provisions  are  restricted  to 
vehicles  from  which  loose  ice  cream 
is  sold. 
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It  was  found,  possible  by  the  adoption  of  this  measure 
to  effectively  control  sales  from  handcarts  and  barrows  of 
vendors  who  were  not  registered  by  this  Authority.  Ice 

cream  sold  in  the  streets  and  on  the  Common  was  consequently 
confined  to  the  pre-packed  varieties  or,  when  loose,  from 
vehicles  complying  with  the  Council fs  requirements. 

65  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination,  giving  results  as  follows: 


Type  of  Sample 

Grade 

Total 

1 

2 

I it 

Loose 

2 

1 

— — 

5 

Pre-packed  . . 

19 

51 

9 l 

60 

Totals 

10 

65 

55  SB 

60S 

ss 

N.B.  Samples  in  Grades  1 and  2 are 
considered  satisfactory. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders. 

There  are  in  the  district  five  registered  distributors 
of  milk  and  three  registered  dairies.  Of  the  five 

distributors,  two  hold  Dealers1  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  and  Pasteurised  milk,  one  holds  supplementary 
licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  Pasteurised  milk, 
one  holds  a supplementary  licence  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk 
and  the  remaining  one  holds  a licence  to  sell  Sterilised  milk. 
All  milk  retailed  in  the  district  is  either  Pasteurised  or 
Tuberculin  Tested. 

There  is  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district, 
licensed  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  the  Hertfordshire 
County  Council. 

Constant  supervision  of  milk  supplies  was  maintained 
and  the  following  samples  were  taken  during  the  year: 


( a)  By  the  Local  Authority: 


Type  of  Milk  Number 

examined 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Ungraded 

8 

7 

1 

Pasteurised 

59 

58 

1 

T.T.  (Parm  Bottled) 

30 

90 

- 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

15 

14- 

1 

- - - ' 

■ - 

— 

112 

109 

a can 

a mas 

mm 

(b)  By  the  County  Council; 

Pasteurised  (School)  6 6 


The  ungraded  samples  shown  above  were  taken  from 
producers f churns  on  arrival  at  a registered  dairy  and  one 
of  these  gave  unsatisfactory  results.  The  County  Milk 
Regulations  Officer  was  notified  of  this  failure  to  enable 
him  to  take  appropriate  action  at  the  place  of  production. 

HOUSING. 

The  condition  of  working  class  property  in  the  district 
is  reasonably  good  but  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to 
recommence  systematic  house-to-house  inspections.  Defects 
causing  dampness,  defective  drainage  and  items  of  disrepair 
were  dealt  with  by  informal  and  formal  notice. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  eleven  cottages  purchased  by  the 
Council  in  194-7  an&  194-8  had  been  vacated  and  were  being 
demolished.  Plans  we  re  under  consideration  for  the 
re- development  of  the  site.  Of  nine  similar  cottages 
purchased  in  1951  > seven  remained  occupied. 

Housing  Management. 

The  Council  now  own  616  permanent  houses,  69  emergency 
hutted  dwellings  and  25  prefabricated  bungalows,  making  a 
total  of  710  housing  units.  In  addition,  the  management 
of  JO  houses  belonging  to  a Workmens  Housing  Association 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  Department. 


The  recording  and  investigation  of  applications  for 
housing  accommodation,  involving  the  operation  of  a points 
scheme,  the  management  and  maintenance  of  all  properties, 
the  supervision  of  maintenance  work  by  direct  labour  staff 
and  by  Contractors,  the  costing  of  repairs,  and  liaison 
between  the  Council  and  Public  Utility  undertakings,  give 
an  outline  of  the  duties  entailed  in  this  connection. 

During  the  year,  the  following  visits  and  inspections 


were  made  in  the  performance  of 
management : 

the 

duties  of  housing 

To  applicants 

• 0 

220 

Maintenance 

• • 

1,514- 

Administration  . . 

• 9 

226 

Tenancies 

• 9 

168 

Total 

• • 

2,128 

scsss 

One  hundred  families  were  rehoused  during  the  year 
in  permanent  dwellings  and  a further  twenty-eight  families 
were  rehoused  in  temporary  hutted  accommodation. 


A summary  of  applicants  on  the  housing  list  as  at 
31st  December  19 52  is  sot  out  below: 


Housing  Applicants.  Active  List.  Deferred  List.  Total. 


Married  couples 
children 

with 

128 

Married  couples 

and 

engaged  couples 

123 

Single  persons 

14- 

75 

203 

50 

175 

7 

21 

Old  persons 


44 


44 


309  132  4-4-1 


55- 


Totals : 


The  time  necessarily  devoted  to  interviews  by  the 
Department  was  considerable  and  applicants  are  assured 
the  circumstances  brought  to  our  notice  are  fully  apprec- 
iated and  due  consideration  is  given  to  the  facts  of  each 
case  before  reference  to  the  Housing  Committee. 


PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS. 


The  provisions  of  the  Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations 
are  administered  by  the  Department.  Twenty  occupiers  of 
filling  stations,  repair  garages  and  other  premises  are 
licensed  to  store  petroleum  spirit  and,  in  addition,  two 
hold  licences  to  store  Calcium  Carbide. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.G.  COKER, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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